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SECRET DAMASCUS 4599 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2,4 

TAGS: PINR, PINS, PINT, SY, PLO 

SUBJ: ASSASSINATIONS OF THREE ALAWITE OFFICERS 

1 . AT 10:00 A.M. AUGUST 10 DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERIOR, 

AHMAD KHALIL, WAS ASSASSINATED BY TWO MEN ON A MOTOCYCLE 
DRESSED IN CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES. KHALIL WAS AN ALAWITE 
OFFICER THE RANK OF LT. COLONEL AND SERVED PREVIOUSLY 

IN THE SECURITY FORCES. 

2. IN ADDITION. WE HAVE REPORT THAT TWO OTHER OFFICERS 
WERE ASSASSINATED AT PRECISELY THE SAME TIME AS KHALIT. 

IN TWO DIFFERENT SECTIONS OF THE CITY. BOTH OFFICERS WERE 
ALAWITE AND ONE WAS REPORTEDLY A RELATIVE OF PRESIDENT ASSAD. 

ON OFFICER WAS A BRIGADIRE GENERAL AND THE OTHER S RANK 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 04599 10163 1Z 

IS UNKNOWN SECURITY AUTHORITIES HAVE APPARENTLY APPREHENDED 
ONE OF THE PERPETRATORS AND HE WAS IDENTIFIED AS A 
PALESTINIAN. IT THIS IS THE CASE, IT IS LIKELY THAT THESE 
ASSASSINATIONS ARE RELATED TO THE CURRENT CONFLICT BETWEEN 
FATAH, PLO REJECTIONIST, AND IRAQ. WE HAVE NO INFORMATION AS TO 
THE IDENTITY OF THESE TWO ADDITIONAL OFFICERS. 
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3. SYRIAN OFFICIALS HAVE TRANSPORTED KHALIL S BODY FROM 
THE HOSPITAL BY FUNERAL CORTAGE TO HIS HOMETOWN 
FOR BURIAL. USE OF OFFICIAL CORTEGE MAY INDICATE SYRIANS 
PLAN TO PUBLICIZE THIS ASSASSINATION. WE WILL OBTAIN 
FURTHER DETAILS AND SEEK CONFIRMATION OF ABOVE REPORTS 
AUG 11. 
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